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DAVID ITKIN - CO-CHAIRMAN 


Sister M. Carmelia and Sister M. 
Jeanelle of Mundelein College will be 
assisted by Mr. David Itkin of DePaul 
University and Goodman Theatre at the 
1951 Convention in Chicago. 


With the plans for the Convention in 
such capable hands the members of the 
Conference are eagerly anticipating a 
top-notch affair. The centralized 
location of Mundelein College should 
make plans for attendance within the 
consideration of every member of the 
Conference. Besides the program planned 
by the Cammittee Chicago will give 
attending members the mae brent to 
visit many radio and television studios 
and theatres. — 


LOUISVILLE CATHOLIC DRAMA COUNCIL 
~~ PRESENT PLAY FESTIVAL ~~ 


On May 6 and 7, at Ursuline College, 
Louisville, Kentucky, the Catholic 
Drama Council will present a Theatre 
Workshop and Play Festival. The work- 
shop will be conducted on Saturday 
afternoon with the assistance of two 
guest speakers at the general sessions 
and a number of sectional meetings. 


The plays will be presented Saturday 


morning, May 6, and Sunday evening, 
May 7. A banquet is planned for Sunday 
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120 Madison Avenue, New York 16 
Established 1937 


of Detroit was founded. 
‘ceeding decade it has been engaged in 

i presenting the best in theatre to Detroit- 
ers and providing free training in the 

: Theatre Arts for talented and interested 
‘Catholics. 
‘Active and Subscription Members and Season 
‘Book purchasers have been instrumental in 
‘making this organization the oldest and 
ione of the finest canmunity theatres in 

i Detroit. 


for by the attending physicians. 
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10th ANNIVERSARY 
CATHOLIC THEATRE OF DETROIT 


On March 5, 1940, the Catholic Theatre 
Through the suc- 





The aid and support of the 


The anniversary was celebrated on 


‘Sunday, March 5th, with Cammunion Mass and 
‘Breakfast. 
‘Mass at St. Rose Church and later at 

‘breakfast shared guest speaker honors with 
‘Rev. Louis Prohaska and former Mayor Eugene 


Rev. Emmet Hannick celebrated 


Van Antwerp. 220 members and former mem- 


‘bers were present to hear former Mayor 
/Van Antwerp stress the increasing need for 
‘growth in Catholic Theatre. 


He pointed 

out that on a recent trip to Europe he 

‘was thanked for his attendance at Sunday 
iMass by a parish priest - most parishioners 
‘are too busy - such is the state of 


‘Catholicism there! 


Father Hannick canpared the Catholic 
‘Theatre of Detroit to a healthy ten year 
Old who had been nurtured and well cared 
Father 
| Prohaska admonished the members to look 

upon attendance at monthly meetings as an 
‘Obligation and looks forward to their 


Silver Anniversary. 


Unfortunately Father Majeske, the 


‘present moderator could not be present. 
‘Anthony De Maggio, president, spoke on the 
, past history of the organization. 


Bravos to The Catholic Theatre of 


| Detroit. 











RE-ELECTION OF SISTER CHARITAS 


Sister Marcine of the College of St. 
Benedict recently announced that Sister 
Charitas of the Academy of the Holy 
Angels in Minneapolis was re-elected as 
Chairman of the North-Central Region. 
The election was conducted by mail with 
Sister Marcine chairman of nominating 
committee. 


OLLEGIATE PLAY FESTIVAL 
eT er oe 





The annual Intercollegiate One Act Play 


: Festival of the Jesuit Colleges was held 
_ at Fordham University on March 17, 18, and 
' 19 in Collins auditorium. 


Mr, Edgar L. Kloten, Director of the 


: University Theatre, and Fordham University 


; acted as hosts to the dramatic organiza~ 


While in office Sister Charitas has 
distinguished herself by encouraging 
the Membership of every Catholic College 
and University in Minnesota and almost 
100% membership of high schools in 
Minneapolis. 


tions of four other Jesuit Colleges in that 
' area, 
plays presented were A DASH OF BITTERS, an 
| original play by Charles E. Barrett, Jr., 
University of Scranton; THE TWELVE POUND 


The colleges participating and the 


LOOK, directed by Eugene E. McCarthy of 


"CITY OF KINGS" - A SHREVEPORT SUCCESS | 
' TROJAN WAR, directed by Charles Boylan of 
i: St. Joseph's College, Phila; HOPE IS A 

| THING WITH FEATHERS, directed by Robert G. 
' Emerich of St. Peter's College, and 

' CAESAR'S DOLL, an original play by Frank 

- Dillon and directed by Alan Hanson, a 

' student of Fordham College. 





The following is a letter recently 
received by Miss Passmore from J. M. 
Sullivan, Director of the Catholic Drama 
League of Shreveport, Louisiana. The 
letter so glowingly expresses the view- 
point of the play's fans that we take 
the liberty to reprint it here. 


"We have just closed a four night run of 
CITY OF KINGS and it has met with such 
success that we want to strongly recan- 
mend it for production by all groups in 
the country. Too much publicity cannot 
be given it. 


: 


"Seldom do we find a new play with so 

much in it and with its message so beau- 
tifully and thrillingly presented. It is: 
tense, exciting and humorous -- touching © 
the heart of its audiences with an impact | 
so great that it cannot be soon forgotten. 


"Any shades of doubt as to its acceptabil- 
ity by any audience of any race or creed | 
should be dispelled. We have given that 
a thorough test. 

"Although its production problems may 
seem great to groups with limited facili-. 
ties, they will be more than compensated | 
for any extra efforts required. We can | 
say this with assurance because our | 
facilities are considerably limited. 


"We shall be glad to communicate with any 
group considering this production or 
help in any way we can to interest other 
people in it.” 


Mr, Sullivan may be addressed: 3826 
Baltimore St., Shreveport, Louisiana. 





Le Moyne University; X-O: A NIGHT OF THE 


Honorary guests at the Festival were 


| Rev. Urban Nagle, 0.P., of the Blackfriars 
| Guild of New York, Dr. Donald J. Carty, 

' director of dramatics, Manhattan College, 
| New York, and Mr. Warner Watson of the 

' American National Theatre and Academy. 


Although each play afforded an enjoyable 


| thirty minutes of theatre, special praise 
' is due Mr. Alan Hanson for his exciting 


direction of CAESAR'S DOLL against the 


' highly imaginative setting of William Riva. 


Outstanding among the actors were John 
Intorcia of Fordham College, Tony Mara of 
St. Peter's College, and Arthur A. North 
of Scranton University. 


The Saturday evening performance was 


| followed by a buffet supper served in 
. | Dealey Hall Lounge, 


THEATRE LOSSES 





The theatre world has suffered great 


| losses within the past six weeks with the 


deaths of Brock Pemberton, Arthur Hopkins, 
Joe Yule, Kurt Weill and Walter Huston. 

They were tops in their respective fields 
of producing, directing, music and acting. 
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Conn, Waterbury, Sacred Heart High School, 
JENNY KISSED ME, 3 performances in 


early May. 
Florida, Miami, Barry College, Murder in 
THE CATHEDRAL, 


Illinois, Joliet, College of St. Francis, 
SONG AT THE SCAFFOLD, March 17, 
18, 19. 


River Forest, Trinity High School, 
CINDERELLA, November 15, 19. 
Indiana, Notre Dame, St. 's College, 
MOTHER OF ALL NATIVITY, a miracle 
Dlay adapted by Sister Mary Clarice, 
S.N.D., Dec. 14. | 
St. Mary's of the Wood, The Players 
Club, BORN IN BETHLEHEM, by Francis 
Talbot, S.J., Dec. 17; Two evenings 
of one-act plays, March 2 & 9. 
DOMINEERING LOVE, THE SPECTACLE, 
FRUIT OF THE THORN and AFTERMATH. 
Cascade, St. Martin's High School, 
JUNIOR MISS, spring productian. 
Davenport, St. Ambrose College, 
CITY OF KINGS, directed by Charles 
S. Costello and Howard Perkins in 
the title role, 
Davenport, The Immaculate Concep- 
tion Academy, LITTLE WOMEN, Dec, 
9 and ll. 
Worthington, Saint Paul High School, 
SEVENTEENTH SUMMER, directed by 
Sister M. Generose, 0.S.F., May 14 
& 15, THE VALIANT, May 6, Central 
Regia Festival. 
Kansas, Kansas City, Ward High School, 
YOU CAN'T TAKE IT YOU, Dec. 
6 & 7. 
Kentucky, Nazareth, Nazareth College, 
SONG AT THE SCAFFOLD, March ll. 
Louisiana, Shreveport, Catholic Drama 
League, CITY OF KINGS, March 
15, 10 & 17. 


Michigan, Alpena, St. Anne High School, 
CITY OF KINGS, April 2, 3% 
Detroit, Catholic Theatre of Detroit 
THE UPPER ROOM, Music Hall. 
Detroit, Nativity High School, THE 


Minnesota, Duluth, College of St. 
Scholastica, BARTER, by Rev. Urban 
Nagle, Mar. 26, 

Minneapolis, Academy of Holy Angels, , 
Since February, NINE GIRLS, 

OZ, and Dramatic Recital, JANE yh » 
ANNE OF GREEN GABLES , March 16, | 
Dramatic Art Recital, Mannette 
Regnier, and Joan Bach , Mar. 23, 
STARDUST, May 13 & 14, Sister 
Charitas, director. 





Iowa, 








hy 





New York, Highland Falls, 


CROSS COUNTRY CIRCUIT 


Winona, St. Mary's College, OUR 

TOWN, March 7, 8, 9. 

Maryclitf College, 
OUR HEARTS WERE YOUNG AND GAY, 
New York City, Carroll Club, MURDER 
IN A NUNNERY, directed by Robert G. 
Emerich, Margaret Passmore as the 
Reverend Mother, April 20 & 2l. 
Fordham University, SAM BGO'’S HOUSE, 
directed by William Riva. 
Marymount College, PEG 0’ MY HEART, 
Helyn Quinn, directer, March 10, 1l, 
12. 
Manhattan College, A SLIGHT CASE OF 
MURDER, Smith Auditorium, April, 
directed by Dr. Donald Carty. 
St. Brigid's Church, THE UPPER 
ROOM, April 3. 

Oklahoma, Okarche, Holy Trinity High 
School, OUR HEARTS WERE YOUNG AND 
GAY, Apr. 23. 

Oregon, Marylhurst, Delta Theatre Players, 
THE BARBER OF SEVILLE, May 12, 13, 
14, SONG AT THE SCAFFOLD, directed 
by Louise Walsh, March 17, 18, 19 
& 20. 
Portland, Central Catholic High 
School, HOLY NIGHT, directed by 
Rev. A inthany J. Juliano, Dec, 18 
& 19. 

Utah, Salt Lake City, St. Mary of the 
Wasatch, three one-act plays, THE 
CASE OF THE WEIRD SISTERS, THE POT 
BOILER and THE STOLEN PRINCE: I 
REMEMBER MAMA in March; and THE 
MISER in April. 

West Virginia, Follansbee, A VOICE IN 
RAMS, last week in March. 
Wheeling, St. Joseph's Academy, 
MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS. 

Wisconsin, Milwaukee, St. Mary's Academy, 
LIFE WITH MOTHER, Apr. 23, 26 & 30. 


Canada, Ontario, Hamilton, Cathedral High 
School, LADY OF FATIMA, March 20, 
21, 22, 23. 

Catholic Theatre of Hamilton, 
LITTLE WOMEN, February. 

St. Aloysius, THE WISHING WELL, 
directed by Rev. Wiercinski, 
March 11, 16, 17. 

St. Gabriel's, THE STRANGER FROM 
DUBLIN , March 16, 17, 20. 

St. Willibrord's, THE REAL M COY, 
directed by Charles Mohann. 

St. Genesius Players Guild, 

OUR TOWN - Apr. 15, 15, 20, 21. 
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BROADWAY COMMENTS 


by 
Mrs. Christopher Wyatt 


COME BACK LITTLE SHEBA - A garbage pail, 
dirty dishes in a sink with water that 
runs too freely for the comfort of the 


audience are the background for the slat- . 


tern wife who has ruined her husband's 
career. Act I is dull and repetitious 


with low comedy relief by a wanton lodger,. 


Act II brings adultery, dipsomania and 
Alcoholics Anonymous arriving just in 
time to save the wife fram a meat axe. 
The performance of Shirley Booth and 
Sidney Blackmer are the redeeming fea- 
tures of this sordid and unattractive 
drama. 


THE CONSUL - Gian-Carlo Menotti, composer 


of THE MEDIUM, has produced another 
music-drama in which speech, recitative 
and song are again magically blended. 
The agony of the frustrating tragedy of 
the woman in a Police State who cannot 
get a visa to join her husband who has 
escaped to the border mounts with merci- 
less persistence. The music is a haunt- 
ing part of the theme. 
particularly the closing one. Finely 
sung and acted. 


EAST-CENTRAL REGION EVENT 
(cont'd. from p. 1) 





evening. 
The Play Festival is open to all 


Catholic High Schools and Catholic eed 


of high school age. Miss Lucille 


Dirksmeyer of Ursuline College is handling 
This is an activity of | 


the arrangements. 
the East-Central Region, whose chairman 
is Sister Patricia Ann. 


LES COMPAGNONS 


After the successful MEURTRE DANS LA 
CATHEDRALE with Robert Speaight, Les 
Compagnons of Montreal, Canada have 
scheduled three more plays which should 
prove as successful. LES GUEUX AU 
PARADIS, LE CHIMIN DE CROIX and ROMEO ET 





JULIETTE will be directed by Mr. Speaight | 


presented during April. 


Father Legault who is the administra- 
tor of Les Compagnons will be remembered 
as a speaker at the CTC convention in 


19h7. 


and 


The only wealness | 
is Menotti's dependence on dream scenes - | 





GREAT TO BE ALIVE - A pair of Civil War 
lovers who have been waiting eighty- 
seven years to be married is the happiest 
bit of imagination in this musical in 
which the cast is divided between the 
living and the dead. The ghosts led by 
Valerie Bettis and Bambi Linn prove the 
more attractive in dances designed by 
Tamaris. Vivienne Segal and Stuart Erwin 
do their best to keep the comedy alive. 
The music is cheerful. 


THE WISTERIA TREES - Having transported 
Chekov's CHERRY ORCHARD to Louisiana, 
Joshua Logan found it needed a good 
deal of revision and has built up the 
character of the rich peasant into an 
interesting study of a selfmade man of 
poor white stock who finds himself on 
equal footing with the old aristocracy. 
Kent Smith as Yancy Loper becomes Miss 
Helen Hayes’ chief support in the drama 
which she dominates with her charm and 
versatile performance, Jo Mielziner's 
set does full justice to the wisteria 
and an excellent cast, both white and 
black, contribute to a fine production. 


HHHHKHHRHMRHHHEHH HH 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 





A nationwide contest to encourage new 
televisim script writers sponsored by 
CBS and World Video, Inc. called CBS 
Awards is now open to students of 
American colleges and universities. Cash 
prizes awarded each month through Jume. 
For details and entry blanks contact: 
Director, CBS Awards Headquarters, 

15 East 47 Street, N. Y. C. 17, N. Y. 


The Catholic Broadcasters’ Convention 
will be held June 30, July 1 and July 2 
at St. Louis University. Arrangements 
are under the supervision of Rev. Eugene 
P. Murphy, S.J. who is the Secretary- 
Treasurer of the C.B.A. 


A mid-western girls' college is 
seeking a young woman (25-35), Catholic 
if possible with an M.A. or comparable 
graduate work for their speech dept. 
Contact the CTC office for further in- 
formation. 
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FESTIVAL FOOLISHNESS 


(This is the second of a series of 
articles on theatre history and problems 
Your editor is particularly anxious to 
hear from you regarding how you may have 
solved same problem of production or in- 
terpretation in the event that it may be 
of assistance to some other members. 
This month we take pleasure in reprinting 
an editorial which appeared in the March 
issue of The Comedian, official organ of 
The Saint Genesius Players Guild of Mon- 
treal, Canada.) 


". . » Another Festival - another 
flare-up. Festivals started off by being 
religious feasts marked by strict fasts. 
Now we rarely associate them with any- 
thing religious and the only thing 'fast' 
about them is the manner in which tempers | 
become torrid. 


". , »« Must such unhappy sequences to 
Dramatic Festivals always be? Ow’ answer | 
is Yes ... UNLESS ... some changes are 
made, 


"Change No. 1 - Do away with the 
bestowing of awards. Put the emphasis 
on the good that can came from a Festival : 
through CO-OPERATION rather than 
competition. This would also solve many 
other points of endless and rarely 
charitable debate... 


"Change No. 2 - Allow to enter, only 
those groups which are bona fide 
theatrical groups (putting on other plays 
during the season) 


"In support of our contention... . 
may we cite two instances, 


") - The Catholic Theatre Conference 
has gone on record as being against any 
Festivals where awards are given. The 
idea is to learn to pass on experience 
and improve by studying the art, or the 
lack of art, in the other dramatic groups. 


"2 » When CJAD organized their Little 
Theatre Series, the representatives of 
all leading Montreal Theatrical Groups’ i 
voted unanimously against a competitive 
spirit. ‘No awards’ they said, ‘such com 
petitive Festivals always engender bad 
will.' 


"We are in favor of Festivals in which| 
only recognized theatrical groups take 
part (not just organized to cop a prize) 
and in which the spirit is one of co-oper- 
ation for better theatre, rather than 
competition for more publicity.” 


- production of "Life with Mother". 
' thanks too to Father Schroeder for his 


SECRETARY'S COLUMH 


A special word of thanks is due the 
Pacific Northwest Region for two substan- 


tial contributions in the amounts of 
$150.00 and $75.00, 
, from the Play Festival in Portland, Oregon 
| held under the supervision of Rev. Anthony 
. Juliano, chairman of the regian. 


The former was derived 


The 
latter amount from the Festival held in 


' Spokane arranged by Sister M. Stilla, Unit 
- chairman. 
was used to complete the purchase of a 

, second-hand adding machine, which we had 


A portion of these contributions 


purchased on the payment plan. Since our 
move from Blackfriars office and the loss 
of use of their adding machine one of our 


- own had become a necessity to prepare the 


annual report to the government as a non- 
profit organization, for the preparation 
of other financial reports and every day 
bookkeeping and bank deposits, 


Special thanks are also due to Sister 
Thomas More and Sister Mary Angelita, 


_ former chairman of the Central Region, who 
. Organized a theatre party from Sinsinawa 


and Davenport to attend Loras College 
Our 


cooperation. The ticket sales made by the 


sisters to their students resulted in a 
7 $60.00 check for the Conference. 


And many, many thanks for the other 


contributions and increases to Sustaining 
: Membership. 


We plan to list them all in 
' next month's Calendar. 


The office lost its excellent high 


. school worker, Dolores Fox, due to the 
' illness of her mother. 
| process of “breaking in” a new one, 

. Eileen Fahey, senior at St. Alphonsus 
_ Commercial High School. 


We are now in the 


And, if we may interject a personal 
note, ...... after 2+ years of living in 


: One room since coming from Detroit for 
; the Service Bureau work, your secretary 
' finally has a home in the form of an 


apartment. Fixing it up has precluded 


: the usual evening work at the office but 


next week we will be returning to it 


/ and catching up with all your letters, 
: which normal day-time hours can't cover, 


Ta. 
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CANADIAN GUILD PLANS SUMMER STOCK 


The St. Genesius Players Guild of 
Montreal recently announced the inaugura- 
tion of a Summer Stock Theatre at Loyola 
College of that city. Tentative plans 
call for production of at least four 
plays and an Institute of Theatre Prac- 
tice during July and August. The plan 
has been made possible by the co-opera- 
tion of Father Jack McCaffrey, S.J., 
Rector of Loyola College. This will be 
Montreal's only Straw Hat Theatre. 


7 


The Radio Drama Section of the St. 
Genesius Guild has also announced an 
expansion of their Training Program. 
Courses include Diction, Radio Technique, 
Play Reading and Stage Make-Up. The 
courses are offered during the evening 
to make them available to the greatest 
number of members. 


The progressive spirit of the Cana- 
dian Guild is worthy of emulation by 
other community theatres. Not only have 
they struck out in new directions but 
have continued to maintain an excellent 
organized group even after the original 
burst of enthusiasm has dissipated 
itself and can no longer be depended upon : 
to excite the cooperation of the members. | 
We are sure that this is due in no small 
measure to the indomitable spirit of 
Father Dubee, moderator of the Guild. 


‘as the pla 
ural - a show that would delight audiences 
and bring live and clean theatre to peo- 
‘ple who might otherwise not have the op- 

/ portunity to see this type of play. 
‘rehearsals started September 6th. 
Working script was based on a text by 
‘Walter Kerr and directed by Father Hartke 
iand Dr. Callan. 


the proscenium arch for 
/ road, 
: Station wagon and one car, went fifteen 


PLAYERS, INC. 
Just a year ago, Father Hartke called 


ten Catholic Uhiversity graduate students 
‘into his office to discuss the possibili- 
‘ties of his long range dream of a4 new 
/touring company. And thus was born the 
‘Universit 
. fessional 
‘were elected - Bill Ca 


Players, now known to us pro- 
as Players, Inc. The officers 
fiahan as president; 


‘Teddy Marie Kinsey as vice president; 
‘Helen Brewer as company road manager; 
'Nick Wandmacher, secretary; Pat Darragh, 
_publicity manager and Adah May Brady, 

| treasurer. 


The selection of MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING 
to take on tour was a nat- 


The 
The 


On September 29th, everything behind 
H ADO hit the 


In the ton and a half truck, a 
thespians which included John Marzocco, 


‘Arthur Conescu, Joe Emmet, Bill McGuire, 
_Joe Lewis, Frank Dolan, Lyn Hurley, Harry 
: Farrell, Bob Kirby and Jim Brennan. With 


' them went the beautiful Bohen-Tacik 
/ costumes, assorted props and Jim Warings 


NEW ARRIVALS 


The following scripts have been added 
to the CTC library. 


CAESAR'S DOLL - play in ome act, man- 
uscript form, by Frank Dillon. .6 males, 
setting - wine shop in Rome. Time, 
Christmas Eve, 1 - Received Jesuit 
Intercollegiate Award. Religious theme. 


BARBARA'S WEDDING - play in one act. 

4 men, 2 women. Interior, modern costume. 
The pathetic tale of an old man whose 
memory keeps slipping into the pleasant 
past, and of his loved ones who humor 

his delusion. Royalty, $10.00. 


SHALL WE JOIN THE LADIES - play in one 
act. &men, 8 women. Interior. Modern 
costume. Absorbing mystery with an ad- 
mixture of English wit. 





Specially designed, collapsible set. 


Strange territory and sub-zero weather 


| in addition to mechanical and electrical 
‘difficulties did not prevent the Players 


Inc. from keeping their 56 enga nts 
before Chri » After a break for the 
holidays Players gave 33 performan- 
ces in 36 days in ll different states! 
During this stretch, more difficulties 
arose: Bill Mc@uire realized that he could 
no longer continue with the Players be- 
cause Of trouble with his leg - Jim Lith- 
gow was sent as a replacement; Lyn Hurly 
slipped on an icy pavement and was re- 


placed by Muriel Bachmann. 


On February llth, The Players were 
home. Sure they were tired - dead tired, 
but this was forgotten a few minutes 
later when minutes later the company 
knelt to say a rosary to Our Lady of 
Fatima, the patron of the Piayers. 
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